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Revenge for Pllysical Assault
@ 28.47 o~

There are a variety of opinions among the Poskim with regard
to whether or not one is pcrmittcd to take revenge fora physi—
cal assault. These Halachos describe your reaction long after
the event took place. With regard to reacting immediately out
of emotional distress, the Halachah is quite different, as will
be described further.

The following is a list of opinions:

1. Many Poskim permit active revenge in response to a
physical assault, including embarrassment and the like,
[According to some this includes even minor physical as-

sault or embarrassment.]!® When taking such revenge,

106. Meiri, Yoma 23a. This also is undoubtedly the opinion of the
Yera'im who writes that the reason the sins of bearing a grudge and
taking revenge are restricted to financial offenses and not to words and
other issues is because the verses are written in the Torah together with
matrters related to money. Therefore, he concludes, in accordance with
the rules of extracting Halachos from the Torah, they are restricted to
these issues alone. Yera'im does nor mean that all the verses written in the
proximity of these two mitzvos pertain solely to financial issues because
there are eight mitzvos written there that discuss other issues such as
lasbon ba-ra, hatred, cursing, offering rebuke and more, but the majority
pertain to financial issues, It would seem that the Yera'im did not intend
to rely only on the fact that these two mitzvos are written in proximity
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some Poskim permit one to do to the offender the same
thing that he did to him, even if that is accompanied
by other sins between man and his fellow (besides the
sin of revenge). For example, if Reuven embarrassed
Shimon, Shimon may embarrass Reuven. Even though
the sin of embarrassment is involved and not just the act
of revenge, it is permitted. If Reuven verbally affronted
Shimon or called him derogatory nicknames, Shimon
may do the same to Reuven even though revenge is not
the only sin involved.1%7

to mitzvos dealing with financials issues, but as an adjunct to the logic
behind the difference, namely, that one cannot be expectec{ to be like a
stone and not to respond.

107. Chafetz Chaim, Pesicha — Lavin 8=9. This is also implied in Meiri,
Yoma 23a, and Mabarsbag vol. 2 ch. 53 and Talmidei Rama (Rav Yosef
Kremnitz, in commentary on Smag, Lavin 11). This is actually the simple
meaning of the verse, Mishlei 3:30, "Do not quarrel with a man for no
reason, if he did nort trear you badly.” That infers that if he treared you
badly, you may quarrel with him, even though quarreling is sinful behav-
ior. This is refutable from the Mishnas Rabbi Eliezer who explains the
verse to mean that in any case it is sinful behavior, but it is even more
sinful if he did not treat you badly .

However, it is also rather explicit in Yoma 23a that, “Those who are
insulted and do not return the insult, and who hear their shame and do
not respond,” is a very high level of piety, but from the Halachic stand-
point you are permitted to return the insult and the shame. Not only
is there no sin of revenge (for physical assault and insult) but you may
take revenge by doing those same sins against the offender. [It also seems
correct from the fact that if someone calls you a rasha, you are permitted
to destroy one third of his livelihood. This, however, is refutable because
that is not for the purpose of revenge, but is a special rabbinical ruling
just for such a case ]

According to Talmidei Maharik; Chikrei Lev; Makarsbag and Yad
HaKetanab that by affronting you he took himself out of the category
of “doing the deeds of your people,” you are auromatically allowed to
aggrieve him etc. According to others who say the Torah permitcred
revenge because a person cannot be expected not to act in this way (Yad



Returning Hatred, Grudge, Revenge 923

However, Shimon is forbidden to take revenge by
physically striking Reuven unless he is in the heat of the
event and unable to control himself.198 Others say it
is a violation of the d’Oraisa sin of hitting one’s fellow
even if he hit him right away in response to the slander-
ing of his name, but he is not called a rasha for it.10?

2. {Others permit only passively taking revenge, such as
not using your ability to intervene on his behalf when
he is in need of your assistance, but you may not do
anything that entails other sins (like embarrassing him
etc,) aside from the sin of revenge.!10}

3. Other Poskim!!! forbid grudges and revenge for all

HaMelech, Mitzvos HaLevavos), you may say that this is true even with
regard to the other sins that go along with his revenge. One cannot be
expected to refrain from taking revenge even with the violation of another
sin (between man and his fellow), so the Torah permitted it.

108. Chavos Yair ch. 65.

109. See Pischei Teshuvah, Choshen Mishpat 421—Mabharshal in Yam Shel
Shlomo (Bava Kama 3:42).

110. This seems to be the intent of Rabbeinu Yonah, Sha'arei Teshuvah
3:38. It also seems sensible. Many wonder why should other sins be per-
mitted just to allow you to take revenge, and what is the source for such
permission? See footnote 107,

111. Chinuch 241. This is probably also the opinion of the Ritva, Rosh
Hashanah 17a (and Ritva, Megillah 28a). Rav Yerucham Perlow z"l
— Rabbeinu Avraham ben HaRambam in Teshuvos Ma'aseh Nissim ch.
1 (and in Sefer HaMaspik) cites that the Gemara differentiates between
issues pertaining to (the honor of ) Heaven, whereby grudges and revenge
are permitted, and issues pertaining to one's self, whereby they are forbid-
den. He does not cite a difference between monetary issues and other
issues, and evidently holds that grudges and revenge are also forbidden
for non-monetary issues. This is also the opinion of Rabbeinu Bachyei in
Kad HaKemach (Shavuos); Talmidei Rama (Rav Yosef Kremintzer in com-
mentary on Smag, Lavin 11); K'li Yakar; Korban HaAidah on Yerushalmi

Nedarim 9:4, and it also seems to be the opinion of the Rambam, Sqﬁ?r



all the Poskim disagree with the Chinuch.
Sefer HaChinuch (241-242) wrices that everything bad that happens































































